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WHAT WE ARE DOING:  We are collecting signatures in targeted Wisconsin cities and villages to place a referendum question on the general election ballot which would demonstrate to our elected officials that there is a mandate from the public to pass a medical marijuana law. It would read as follows:

“Should the Wisconsin Legislature enact legislation allowing residents with debilitating medical conditions to acquire and possess marijuana for medical purposes if supported by their physician?” 

WHO CAN SIGN:  Any resident of the City or village we are targeting who is a citizen of the United States, eighteen years of age, and not currently serving a sentence including probation or parole for a felony or under restricted guardianship.

WHO CAN CIRCULATE:  Any qualified elector who is a citizen of the United States, who is eighteen years of age, and who is not currently serving a sentence including probation or parole for a felony and is not under restricted guardianship.

THE RULES:

· ensure signers qualify by asking the above information

· ensure signers understand what the proposed question says

· keep the petition with you at all times – do not leave unattended!

· sign off only on those petitions which you have collected – circulators must personally witness each signature

· ensure addresses are legible and verifiable (no P.O. Boxes) and signatures are dated

· ask signer to fill in missing information, such as full street name

· never falsely alter the petition.  These are turned in and checked closely by local election boards. 

· never misrepresent the content of what is being signed (example – ‘sign this and you will be guaranteed healthcare coverage’)

· read, understand, and be fluent regarding the initiative. 

· commit to a specific time to return your petitions

· provide your contact information, in case there are any questions regarding the petitions you have circulated

COLLECTING SIGNATURES

What should I say?

Be friendly. Ask folks, “Do you have a minute to sign a petition to help send a message to our representatives that Wisconsin needs to pass a medical marijuana law?”

If they say, YES – 

· Say “I’m a volunteer with the ‘XXXX’ campaign and we are working to put an initiative on the ballot in XXXX that would send a strong message to our elected officials that it is time for them to pass medical marijuana legislation in our state.”

· ASK if they are 18, a citizen, live in the targeted city/village (if at a big event), and not currently serving a sentence for a felony (probation or parole)

· Answer any questions they may have. 

· Tell them that their signature moves this initiative to the November ballot in the targeted city/village

Once they sign –

· Make sure they fill out everything that is required. Phone/email/zip code are option, but please ask for that information if they are willing to provide

· Ask them to check the box if they want more information on the campaign

· Proof their entry on the petition – address must be legible, no PO Boxes

· Repeat it back to them, get missing apartment number or other details

· Ask them to sign a letter that will be sent to their local legislator encouraging them to support marijuana law reform in Wisconsin

If they say, NO –

· Move on. No convincing or preaching.

· Leave the site if you are ask to leave, it is okay. We are looking to make this a positive campaign.

If no one is home –

· Please leave literature at their door

· Remember not to put it in a mailbox or through a mail slot, but rather under a door handle or in between the frame and door

PLEASE THANK EVERYONE YOU TALK TO FOR THEIR TIME!



